Kushiro City
Museum
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and the suba and alpine vegetation range on low land v Z Kushiro City Museum is situated by Lake Harutori

S S 2l e lleve 9 fnag alll tane it which has been designated as natural monument,
X ' e A habitat of scarlet crucian carp. The exterior of the

ich ; ' building represents a Japanese Crane spreading its

wings.The collections are made up of local history,

natural history and geology and archaeology.

Admissions
Adults : 480 yen
Hours

9:30-17:00 (last admission at 16:30)

Closed
Mondavs, National .i‘lnl'hlil.l\‘\', and

year-end holidays (Dec.29-Jan.3)
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In the mid-17th century, a
trading post of the Matsumae
clan was opened in the estuaries
of the Kushiro River and the
trade between the Matsumae
clan and Ainu people started.
From the late 18th century, this
place was called “Kusuri” and
was a fishing base for herrings,
kelp and salmons.

The development of resources
and land as well as fishery was

The chronology of prehistoric Hokkaido M,

consists of Palaeolithic, Jomon(8,000-2,000 years ago), Epi
(post)-Jomon (2,000-1,200 years ago), Satsumon (1,200—700 years
ago), and the period when chashi was erected (Ainu period). People
in Hokkaido lived by hunting, fishing and gathering edible plants
and received the grace of nature throughout the long prehistoric age.
This is very different from the chronology of Honshu in which
Yayoi came after Jomon followed by the ancient nation. The cultural
area of northeastern Hokkaido was formed under the influence of
the continent as well as that of Honshu. Examples are, the stone
arrowhead (sekijinzoku) culture, which was introduced in the early
Jomon-period. Many prehistoric people lived on the terrace surrounding

promoted by carrying out of  the Kushiro marsh.
timber and mining of coal, and The life style of the
immigration of descendants of Samurai and farmers. people can be specu-
The construction of railways and a port, and the riparian works drew lated from about
workers from many places and the town became larger. The town 500 historic relics.
spread from the estuary of the Kushiro River up to the present railway
station. The Nusamai bridge was completed and the system for water
supply and drainage was made. The foundation of people’s life was
formed and the right bank of the Kushiro River which used to be
wetlands became the center of the town.
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Ainu People : People of Sakorobe
4 The word *Ainu’ means *human being’ or ‘men’. Most of the Ainu people lived
in Hokkaido, some lived in Sakhalin, the Kurile Islands and northeastern
F Honshu by hunting, fishing and gathering plants. They also did farming in
warm areas. The life of the Kushiro River and more than 10 villages were
recorded along the river in the 19th century, One village normally consisted
of 80 houses probably because they were forced to \\m[\ for a fishery in
Kushiro and they became a part of the Japanese economic structure. The
Sakorobe is a heroic story which has been ransmitted among the Ainu in
eastern Hokkaido.

*Japanes e Crane, Gru j ipone nsis

Grus japonensis is the un!\ crane \\]m]t breeds in Japan and lives as a resident in castern Hokkaido.
Grus japonensis had been designated as a natural monument, since 1935 and became a special
natural monument in 1952, Tt is said that Gras japonensis lived all over Hokkaido and some
migrated to Honshu in winter. Some were seen in the Tokyo area in the Edo era (16=19th
i S——. century).
l\ushim area was formed. Bur..t-hc h tseen RS s o . - But presumably because of hunting and human immigration to Hokkaido and development of
a.round huu_‘CItrb(.LauSL this: ci 5 ! .L pictaer Hokkaido, the species was considered to be extinet in the late-Meiji era (early 20th century).
'Ihc Q iar h =1 B o IS In 1924, more than 10 cranes were found in the Kushiro marsh. The successtul protection activities
; B == ' of feeding in winter since 1952 resulred in the increase of the population of about 1,800 in castern

Hokkaido.
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