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Observations on the Breeding Behaviour of the
Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus in Knshiro,
Eastern Hokkaido. (II)

Masao Hashimoto

Summary . The number of nests built in the colony of Mitsuura coast,where
the study was carried out, increased 63 in 1976 to 72 in 1977. The time of
nesting in 1977 was earlier than in 1976, but such difference was not
observed in the season of hatching during these two years. Territory size
and behaviour associated with maintaining territory varied during the breeding

season. Mobbing behaviour by the birds of the colony to an immature White-

tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla flying toward the colony was observed.
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Table 1 Number of Nests in Three Areas of the Colony

Area A B C Total
Date
1976 53 7 .3 63
55 12 5 72
1977 (47, 85%) (6, 50) (2, 40)

A @ area of huge rock incompletely isolated from coast

B ! area of narrow rock bridging between A and C

C ! area of coast

( )} :number and percentage of nests recognized chicks:
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Table 2 Number of Nests in the Colony of Slaty—backed Gull

April May June
Date 23 26 9 14 20 23 30 7 13
1976 0 12 29 42 63 63
(19%) (46) (67) (100)
1977 0 13 32 49 59 72
(18%) (44) (68) (82) (100)
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Fig.1 Breeding processes of Slaty-backed Gull on south-east side of colony in 1976 and 1977,

Nest No. in circle : nest site used during 1975-1977.
Nest No. in triangle : nest site during 1976-1977.
Nest No. unmarked : nest site used in 1977.

N——N : nesting and incubation period

H : hatching 1,2,3 : number of nestlings X : abandoned
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Fig.2 Distribution of the nest sites of Slaty-backed Gull on the south - east side of colony in 1977.
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i L 2 I R DO R B, o A LT%”) SARSY AN v AUK ]
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Fig.3 Territory shifts of six neighboring pairs of Slaty-backed Gull in 1977.
3-I : March 28 3-1I : April 4 and June 13
3-1I : July 25
(D mark indicates nest site. Areas of overlap in territories were chased by
both pairs of B and C. Striped areas indicate where the chicks spent most

of their time.
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Fig.4 Samples of movements in the colony of Slaty-backed Gull on March 28,1977,
Arrow line indicates movement direction;its order is shown by number.
~~~—>: chasing X: intruder Ch: Choking Gp : Grass pulling
Territory of each pair of B,C and D was shown in Fig.3-1.
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Fig.5 Samples of movements in the colony of Slaty-backed Gull on April 4, 1977.

Territory of each pair of B,C,D and F was shown in Fig. 3-1I. L



Fig.6 Samples of movements the colony of Slaty-backed Gull on June 13,1977.



