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Alpine vegetation of the Eastern Hokkaido IV
__notes on the alpine vegetation of Mt. OAKAN (1) —
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Summary
1. The present authors carried out the plant sociological studies of alpine vege-
. tation of Mt.OAKAN, 1,371.2m alt. at the Akan National Park, the Eastern
v Hokkaido in June, September and October, 1978.

2. The alpine zone of Mt. OAKAN is characterized by the Japanese stone pine,
Pinus pumila and this species tends to occur as dense,pure communities at
1,100—1,370m alt.

3. From the results obtained, the following plant communities are recognized in
the stone pine thicket:

1) Pinus pumila-vaccinium vitis-idaea community
2) Pinus pumila-Sasa kurilensis community

The Pinus pumila-Vaccinium wvitis-idaea community is characterized by the
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occurrence of Ledum palustire var.diversipilosum.

. The growth rate of the stone pine measured by annual rings in this

area is 0.12—0.17cm“year. This rate is a little higher than in other area,
for instance, 0.05'—-0.080m/year in Mt. DAISETSU.
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