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Habitat of the Japanese Crayfish Cambaroides japonicus in the Bishamon River,
Kushiro City, Hokkaido Prefecture

Tadashi KaAwar®

Abstract

Habitat of the Japanese crayfish Cambaroides japonicus in the Bishamon River, in Kushiro City,

was studied. Water temperature kept less than 15°C, during the summer. In habitat, no burrowing

was seen throught the year. The Japanese crayfish gathered only boulders along the river. It was

in this part of the river that they hided.
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Fig 1. Map showing study site, the Bishamon River.
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Table 1. Particle size analysis at place of sampling.

Particle Diameter (in  mm) % of day weight
Pebbles 4.0 — 56.70
Granules 2.0 — 4.0 21.25
Very coarse sand 1.0 — 2.0 12.95
Coarsc sand 0.5 — 1.0 5.80
Medium sand 0.25 — 0.5 2.15
Fine sand 0.125 — 0.25 0.65
Very fine sand 0.063 — 0.125 0.25
Silt and clay — 0.063 0.25

Table 2. Number of collected the Japanese crayfish using a one—time sampling. Number indicated in four
seasons in the Bishamon River.

Number of No. collected
Season . Sex ) .
sampling crayfish/sampling
Spring 7 J 3.1
(Mar. —May) % 5.1
Summer 7 J 2.7
(June—Aug.) £ 1.3
Fall 5 d 3.2
(Sep. —Nov.) ¥ 3.0
Winter 7 & 1.4
(Dec. —Feb.) 2 1.9
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Fig 2. Monthly change in mean water temperature in the Bishamon River.
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