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A Bird Census along the Kuchoro River in Kushiro Marsh, Eastern Hokkaido
Masao HASHIMOTO*

ABSTRACT

Bird censuses were carried out by the line-transect method, setting the three census plots (100m by 750, 1700 and
600m) along the Kuchoro River in Kushiro Marsh, Eastern Hokkaido in 1996 and 1997 June.

In two of the three census places the river has been improved and the natural river is going along the remainder of
investigation places. Because the earth and sand occuring with the river improvement have flowed in the natural
river and accumulated in the riverside by the flood of river, the alnus japonica thicket spreads in the riverside.

A total of 38 species including 16 forest bird species such as Sphenurus sieboldii, Dendrocopos major, Phylloscopus
occipitalis and Sitta europaea were recorded in the three census plots.

Acrocephalus bistrigiceps, Phylloscopus occipitalis, Locustella ochotensis and Emberiza spodocephala were the four
species with higher ranks of density. The most dominant species, Acrocephalus bistrigiceps had high density (5.0
birds/ha at maximum) and dominance (19~47%).

The total density of all the birds observed in the three census plots decreased substantially from 7.25 (birds/ha) in
1996 to 4.52 in 1997. The reason for the decrease was because the number of the Acrocephalus bistrigiceps was cut by
half in 1997.
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