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A Survey of Waterfowl Breeding in Lake Harutori, Eastern Hokkaido

Noriko MAEDA"” and Masao HASHIMOTO?

ABSTRACT

A survey of waterfowl breeding was carried out from 1991 to 1998 in Lake Harutori. The sutdy area (36.4ha) is
located in the center of Kushiro City, eastern Hokkaido, and abuts on the coast of the Pacific Ocean and is known as
the sole breeding ground of European Pochard Aythya ferina in Japan. The surroundings of the lake are reed
shallows, wooded hills, grassy hills and residential sections.

The following waterfowls bred in the lake in the survey period : Little Grebe Podiceps ruficollis (1 to 9 pairs per
year), Mallard Anas platyrhynchos (3 to 17pairs per year), European Pochard Aythya ferina (1 pair in 1994 and 1997, 5
pairs in 1992), Moorhen Gallinula chloropus (1 pair in 1991 and 1994 to 1998) and Common Coot Fulica atra (10 to 28
pairs per year).

The breeding number of the waterfowls drastically decreased in 1993 because the construction works of a wild bird
observatory and the dredging operations were carried out in the autumn of 1992, but the breeding number recovered

to the number before the decrease in 1996.
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