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Molluscan assemblages and faunal characteristics from the Holocene
deposits in Kushiro Moor, Hokkaido

Junichi YAMASHIRO*

ABSTRACT

The paper reports about the characteristic of the molluscan fossils collected from the Holocene marine
deposits in the Kushiro Moor, eastern Hokkaido. The fossils determined are 50 species in total, including 21
species of Gastropoda and 29 species of Pelecypoda. Majority of the species are inhabitants of inner bay
sandy or sandy mud botton in intertidal and below tidal zone (water depth of 0 to 30 meters).

The molluscan fossils have many common species with the faunas now living in this area. However, eleven
of 50 species of the molluscan founas are the warm water species and occupy 22% of the whole. Most of those
warm species make the southwest part of Hokkaido the northern limit of distribution, but Meretrix
lusoria,Mactra (Mactra) veneriformis and Macoma tokyoensis make Mutsu Bay of Aomori Prefecture the
northern limit of habitats and are common species in the inner bays of Honshu. The fossil data indicate that
the warm water species inhabiting in the shallow sea bottom of Kushiro Bay remained relatively stable in
level after the maximum phase of the Jomon transgression.
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