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On the Freshwater Fish Fauna from Summer to Late Autumn
in Lake Harutori, Kushiro, Hokkaido
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ABSTRACT

The freshwater fish fauna was investigated at six stations in Lake Harutori during the period from July 23 to November
13, 1998. The lake has been specified by the national natural monument as the inhabiting place of scarlet crucian carp.

Freshwater fish obtained by the investigation contained ten species divided into four families. Especially floating
goby, Chaenogobius urotaenia belonging to gobies was recorded for the first time on this lake. Of these ten species,
only pond smelt, Hypomesus nipponensis increased the number of the individuals during the course of time.
Thercfore, it is suggested that the movement of the fish is active in the whole area of the lake, though the water
temperature declined. The appearance percentage of crucian carp, Carassius auratus langsdorfii, threespine
stickleback, Gasterosteus aculeatus aculeatus and a kind of goby, Chaenogobius lacvis was higher than the other kind
at all stations. It is thought that these fish inhabit the whole area of the lake. However, they decreased the number of
the individuals with the change of the time. It is suggested that they move to the warm area of the lake as the water
temperature declines. And also, it is confirmed that there is a main inhabiting area of dusky tripletooth goby,
Tridentiger brevispinis at the opposite shore of the lake where the Kushiro City Museum is situated.
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