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Movements of leaf-blades and leaf-sheaths Phragmites australis,
in the Onnenai of Kushiro Marsh, Eastern Hokkaido

Yachiyo TAKASHIMA® and Shintaro IsHm™

Abstract
The reed Phragmites australis, distributed on the sphagnum hummock in the Onnenai of Kushiro Marsh,
was investigated with the purpose to know the growth process of culm, the movement of leaf-blades, and the
twist pattern of leaf-sheaths around the culm during the time period from July to Novemver 1999. Leaf-
sheaths were twisted to the leeward direction of the dominant wind (SSE, S, SSW from July to early
September 1999). However, some leaf-sheaths displayed upward twists, leading us to conclude that the twist
may be affected by the direction of wind (NNE, N, NNW) during a certain period of leaf-sheaths” growth

process.
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