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Investigation of Species and Abundance of Wasps in Kushiro, Eastern Hokkaido.

Keisuke TSucHIYA*

Abstract

This paper describes number of species of wasps and their abundance accompanied by seasonal change in Kushiro,
eastern Hokkaido in 2003 and 2004. Collections using bait traps were carried out at 14 points both 2003 and 2004 in
Harutori Park and residential area of Kushiro. Five species including 202 individuals divided into two genera in 2003,

and 1,910 individuals of eight species divided into three genera in 2004. Of these, Vespa analis insularis which had

been unrecorded in Kushiro area was collected at two points in 2004.

A considerable number of studies have indicated a nationwide trend that Vespa simillima have been extending their

habitat into the urban areas of cities in Japan after the 1980s. In this study, Vespa simillima simillima was also the

most abundant in the urban district of Kushiro City both years and the same trend was shown in Kushiro.

The wasps occurred particularly during the period from September to October in 2003. On the other hand, they

occurred for long term from July to November in 2004. The big differerences between these two years are supposed

to be caused by the unusual weather conditions such as temperature and rainfall during the investigation.
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