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Investigation of Species and Abundance of Wasps in Kushiro, Eastern Hokkaido (2) .

Keisuke TSucCHIYA®

Abstract

Species and abundance of wasps was investigated in the urban district of Kushiro City, Eastern Hokkaido, from 2003
to 2006. A total number ofg,gﬁ)—ﬂ of wasp was caught by using bait trap from May to November each year. Wasp
collections contained nine species divided among three genera in one family. Number of individuals every species
collected was 2,352 of Vespa simillima simillima, 919 of Vespula shidai shidai, 214 of Vespula flaviceps lewisii, 163 of
Vespula schrenckii, 130 of Vespa crabro flavofasciata, 108 of Dolichovespula media media, nine of Vespa analis
insularis, one of Vespa mandarinia japonica and Dolichovespula saxonica nipponica. Wasps caught by bait trap
occupied 61.6% of the total in September. On the other hand, numbers of wasps’' nest exterminated by Kushiro City
Office were 19 in August and 24 in September since 2003. :

From these results, we can point out the following: (1) Nine species can be classified into the ones that are adjusted to
the urban environment: V. analis insularis and V. simillima simillima, inhabiting forests: V. mandarinia japonica and V.
crabro flavofasciata, and ranging over the mountain in Honshu: V. flaviceps lewisii, V. shidai shidai, V. schrenckii, D.
saxonica nipponica and D. media media. (2) Among them, V. simillima simillima is the most dominant species and the
other ones also have their own niches. (3) The season of their best activity is between the middle of August and the
end of September. (4) It is possible that V. schrenckii and D. media media are different in their food habits from the
same species ranging out of Kushiro where has been few recorded by bait trap.
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