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Reexamination of Camponotus japonicus and Camponotus sachalinensis samples deposited in the Kushiro City Museum,

Japan (Hymenoptera, Formicidae)

Keisuke TSUCHIYA * ' and Seiki YAMANE **

Abstract. All the specimens of the carpenter ants (Camponotus) collected in eastern Hokkaido and deposited in
the Kushiro City Museum, Japan were reexamined for their species identification. Three species, i.e., C. japonicus,
C. sachalinensis and C. obscuripes, were recognized among the collection. Many of specimens previously identified
as C. japonicus proved to be misidentified and actually to be C. sachalinensis. The latter species is more widely
distributed, especially in forested areas in eastern Hokkaido, while it turned out that the range of C. japonicus
is quite restricted, with the reliable locality confined to the Lake Akan area where the ground temperature
is relatively high throughout the year due to volcanic activity. In Japan, C. japonicus has a more southerly
distribution than C. sachalinensis, and might maintain its life history only in habitats with warm soil temperature.
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