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Seasonal changes in haul-out sites of Kuril harbor seal (Phoce vitulina stejnegeri)
at the coast in Akkeshi, Hokkaido, Japan
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Summary

Population surveys of Kuril-harbor seal (Phoca vitulina stejnegeri) were performed on two haul-
out sites (Akkeshi B and Akkeshi C) in Akkeshi area of Hokkaido, Japan from 2010 to 2016 for ascertain the
seasonal change of the number of their landings on the sites. Kuril-harbor seals distributed at Akkeshi B during
the breeding season (from May to early June), while they hauled out at Akkeshi C during molting season (from
late June to October) . Along with the population survey, individual identification was performed on the basis of
their patterns of rings on their pelage in 2015. Six identified individuals were observed at the both haul-out sites,
and five of them were observed at Akkeshi B during the breeding season and at Akkeshi C during molting
period. These results suggested that Kuril-harbor seal in the Akkeshi area changes haul-out sites from Akkeshi
B to Akkeshi C seasonally as in the case of Uekane et al. (2012) suggested previously.
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